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A small conference of some 30 people was organized by Kirsti Andersen of 
Aarhus University and Jesper Ltitzen of Copenhagen University to discuss recent 
developments in the history of 19th century mathematics. The conference was 
organized around three substantial presentations: Ivor Grattan-Guinness gave 
four talks on “Applications of Mathematics: The Case of Mathematical Physics”; 
Tom Hawkins gave four talks on “The Origins of the Theory of the Structure and 
Representations of Lie Algebras” ; and Jesper Liitzen gave four talks on “Joseph 
Liouville, a Mathematician and His Time.” It was generally felt that in this way 
people had been given a good chance to acquaint themselves with current work, 
that the speakers had been enabled to organize their material in a variety of 
stimulating ways, and that there had been ample time for discussion. This format 
for a conference can therefore be strongly recommended. 
Almost everyone present had also been invited to give a short presentation. The 
following papers were given: 
Kirsti Andersen, “On the History of Linear Perspective;” 
Henk Bos, “The Concept of Construction in 17th Century Mathematics;” 
Umberto Bottazzini, “Complex Function Theory and Elliptic Functions-The 
Rigorization of Analysis in the 1860s;” 
Amy Dahan, “Mecanique et theorie des surfaces-le cas de Sophie Germain;” 
Joe Dauben, “Abraham Robinson and Non-standard Analysis: History, Philos- 
ophy, and Foundations of Mathematics;” 
Jean Dhombres, “The Proof by Cauchy and Abel of the Binomial Theorem- 
Infinitesimals, You Said?;” 
Harold Edwards, “Kronecker on the Foundations of Mathematics;” 
Menso Folkerts , “E. H. Dirksen und sein Wirken an der Berliner Universitat 
(1820-1850);” 
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Enrico Giusti, “Remarks on Cauchy’s Continuity;” 
Jeremy Gray, “Corrado Segre and the Intrinsic Geometry of a Curve;” 
Jan Hogendijk, “The Work of Chasles on the Lost Porisms of Euclid;” 
Jens Hoyrup, “The Method of Babylonian ‘Algebra’ and Its Descendants;” 
Eberhard Knobloch, “On Euler’s Unpublished Mathematical Notebooks;” 
Herbert Mehrtens, “The Social Identity of Mathematics;” 
Lars Mejlbo, “Euler and the Structure of Infinity;” 
Karen Parshall, “Toward a Biography of James Joseph Sylvester;” 
Walter Purkert , “Cantor and the Antinomies of Set Theory;” 
Joan Richards, “History and Divergent Series in the Work of Poisson and De 
Morgan;” 
David Rowe, “The Mathematical and Personal Relationship of Felix Klein and 
Sophus Lie;” 
Winfried Scharlau, “On the Early History of the Sylow Theorems;” 
Erhard Scholz, “Crystallographic Symmetry Concepts and Geometric Group 
Theory in the Nineteenth Century. 
The conference was enlivened by an excursion and a conference dinner, at 
which additional information was presented on the nature of research and self- 
reflection upon the social identity of mathematics, and a preliminary biography 
was presented of the nearly ubiquitous and curiously protean figure of A. N. 0. 
Niell(1801-?). There was also a wide-ranging evening discussion on what it is to 
do the history of 19th century mathematics and the tasks that are (or should be) 
facing historians. 
The conference took place at the conference center of Aarhus University and 
was generously sponsored by the British Council, Carlsbergfondet, Otto 
Monsteds Fond, Statens Naturvidenskabelige Forskingsrad, Tuborgfondet, 
Undervisningsministeriet, and the Aarhus Universitets Forskingsfond. 
Deutsche Mathematiker Vereinigung, Jahrestagung 1986 
Universittit Marburg, September 14-l 9, 1986 
The scientific program included a section “Geschichte der Mathematik” on 
Friday, September 19, with four lectures of 20 minutes each, namely: 
B. Artmann, Technische Hochschule Darmstadt, “Uber voreuklidische Ele- 
mente aus der Schule des Eudoxos.” 
B. Heinzmann, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universittit Miinchen, “Uber den Schro- 
dingerschen Gleichwertigkeitsbeweis der Matrizen- und Wellenmechanik.” 
G. Richenhagen, Universitiit-GH-Paderborn; “Weierstrass und Kronecker aus 
der Sicht von Carl Runge (1856-1927).” 
